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HUMANITIES  WEST  PRESENTS 


THE  GLORY  OF  THE  OTTOMAN  EMPIRE: 

SULEYMAN  THE  MAGNIFICENT 


Herbst  Theatre,  San  Francisco 
Richard  Reinhardt,  Moderator 


FRIDAY,  MARCH  5 8:00  - 10:30  PM 


LECTURE:  Esin  Atil  (Curator  of  Islamic  Art,  The  Smithsonian  Institution),  "The 

Life  of  Sultan  Suleyman  Through  the  Works  of  Contemporary  Court 
Painters" 

LECTURE/ RECITAL:  Miinir  Nurettin  Beken:  Music  and  demonstration  of  instruments 

from  the  Ottoman  Court 

RECEPTION:  The  Green  Room,  Herbst  Theatre 


SATURDAY,  MARCH  6,  10:00  AM  - 4:30  PM 


LECTURE: 


Alan  Fisher,  Michigan  State  University,  "The  Personal  Life  of  an 
Ottoman  Sultan" 


LECTURE: 


Giilru  Necipoglu,  Harvard  University,  "The  Ottoman  Imperial  Image 
in  Art  and  Architecture  During  the  Age  of  Suleyman" 


BREAK  FOR  LUNCH:  12:15  PM  - 1:45PM 


LECTURE:  Walter  B.  Denny,  University  of  Massachusetts  at  Amherst,  "Court 

Design  and  the  Production  of  Art  under  Suleyman  the  Magnificent" 

LECTURE:  Talat  Halman,  Former  Turkish  Minister  of  Culture,  New  York 

University,  "An  Empire  of  Poetry:  Suleyman  as  Poet  and  Poetry  in 
the  Age  of  Suleyman 


The  Glory  of  the  Ottoman  Empire:  Suleyman  the  Magnificent  is  presented  in  cooperation  with  the  Consul 
General  of  Turkey  in  Los  Angeles,  the  Honorary  Consul  General  of  Turkey  in  San  Francisco,  the  American-Turkish 
Friendship  Council,  theTurkish-American  Association  of  California,  the  World  Affairs  Council  of  Northern 
California,  and  the  Center  for  Western  European  Studies  of  the  University  of  California  at  Berkeley.  It  is  funded  by 
the  National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities  with  additional  funding  from  the  Turkish-American  Association  of 
California. 


LECTURER  AND  PERFORMER  BIOGRAPHIES 


ESIN  ATIL  studied  European  and  Islamic  art  at  the 
University  of  Michigan.  In  1970,  she  joined  the  Freer 
Gallery  of  Art  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  as  Curator 
of  Islamic  Art.  She  has  organized  numerous  exhibi- 
tions and  published  over  seventeen  books  on  the  artis- 
tic traditions  of  the  Islamic  world,  the  subjects  of  which 
range  from  studies  on  manuscripts,  ceramics,  and  met- 
alworks, to  surveys  of  Mamluk  and  Ottoman  art. 
Between  1985  and  1987,  she  was  Guest  Curator  at  the 
National  Gallery  of  Art,  and  in  1987,  she  received  the 
Grand  Award  for  Culture  and  Art  from  the  President  of 
Turkey  and  the  Medal  of  Honor  from  the  Assembly  of 
Turkish  American  Associations.  Dr.  Atil  is  presently 
Curator  of  Islamic  Art  at  the  Freer  Gallery  of  Art  and 
the  Arthur  M.  Sackler  Gallery,  two  Smithsonian 
Institution  museums  dedicated  to  Asian  Art. 

LATIF  BOLAT  received  a B.S.  in  traditional  music  of 
Turkey.  In  1985  he  founded  the  Turkish  Music 
Ensemble,  YASHA.  This  group  of  five  plays  the  music 
of  Turkey,  from  the  folk  songs  of  Anatolia  and 
Azerbaijan  to  the  stately  court  music  of  the  Ottoman 
Empire.  “Yasha!”  is  shouted  at  the  height  of  excite- 
ment to  encourage  and  spur  on  musicians  and  dancers. 

MUNIR  NURETTIN  BEKEN  started  his  musical  life  in 
the  State  Conservatory  of  Istanbul  and  later  earned  his 
Master’s  Degree  in  Music  from  the  Technical 
University  of  Istanbul.  He  was  one  of  the  founding 
members  of  the  State  Turkish  Music  Ensemble.  He  is  a 
doctural  candidate  in  ethnomusicology  at  the 
University  of  Maryland  and  has  performed  at  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  and  the  Metropolitan  Museum 
of  Art  in  New  York. 

WALTER  B.  DENNY  studied  at  Robert  College 
(Istanbul),  Grinnell  College,  the  Slate  University  of 
Iowa,  Oberlin  College,  and  Harvard  University,  and  is 
currently  Professor  of  Art  History  at  the  University  of 
Massachusetts/Amherst  and  Honorary  Curator  of 
Carpets  and  Textiles  at  the  Harvard  University  Art 
Museums.  He  has  published  widely  in  the  field  of 
Islamic  art,  and  includes  among  his  special  interests 
Ottoman  Turkish  carpets,  ceramics,  textiles,  architec- 
ture, and  miniature  painting. 


ALAN  FISHER  was  educated  at  DePauw  and  Columbia 
and  studied  at  Robert  College  in  Istanbul  before  joining 
the  faculty  of  Michigan  State  University  where  he  has 
taught  since  1966.  Currently  he  is  serving  as  Director 
of  the  Center  for  Integrative  Studies  in  the  Arts  and 
Humanities.  On  the  basis  of  research  in  Turkish, 
French  and  British  archives  and  libraries,  he  has  pub- 
lished two  books  and  two  dozen  articles.  He  has  been 
president  of  the  Turkish  Studies  Association,  is  cur- 
rently on  the  Board  of  the  Institute  of  Turkish  Studies, 
and  is  an  elected  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Historical  Society 
(U.K.)  and  the  Turkish  Historical  Society.  His  current 
project  is  a biography  of  Suleyman  Kanuni. 

TALAT  HALMAN  is  professor  of  Turkish  language  and 
literature  at  New  York  University.  He  has  taught  at 
Columbia,  Penn,  and  Princeton  Universities.  He  is  a 
poet,  historian  of  culture  and  literature,  dramatist,  crit- 
ic, and  translator.  He  has  published  more  than  40 
books  in  English  and  Turkish,  including  a volume  enti- 
tled Suleyman  the  Magnificent,  Poet.  He  was  formerly 
Turkey’s  Minister  of  Culture  and  Ambassador  for 
Cultural  Affairs.  In  1971  Queen  Elizabeth  awarded  him 
the  Knight  Grand  Cross.  He  has  been  awarded  an  hon- 
orary doctorate  by  Istanbul  Bosphorus  University,  the 
Thornton  Wilder  Prize  of  Columbia  University,  many 
awards  in  Turkey,  and  a Rockefeller  Fellowship. 

GOLRU  NECIPOGLU  studied  Islamic  art  and  architec- 
ture at  Harvard  University.  After  a year  of  post-doctor- 
al research  and  teaching  at  Columbia  University  as  a 
Mellon  Fellow,  she  started  teaching  at  the  Fine  Arts 
Department  of  Harvard,  where  she  is  currently 
Associate  Professor.  She  has  travelled  extensively  in 
the  Islamic  world  and  has  received  several  prestigious 
awards,  including  the  Founder’s  Award  of  the  Society 
of  Architectural  Historians,  the  King  Fahd  Grand  Prize 
for  Excellence  of  Research  in  Islamic  Architecture,  and 
the  Samuel  H.  Kress  Publication  Award.  She  has  writ- 
ten on  Ottoman  art  and  architecture  and  has  a forth- 
coming book  on  theTopkapi  Palace. 

RICHARD  REINHARDT  has  written  and  contributed  to 
a dozen  books  on  subjects  as  diverse  as  urban  planning 
and  transcontinental  railroad  travel.  His  novel  The 
Ashes  of  Smyrna  set  in  the  Middle  East  in  the  early 
1920s,  has  been  translated  into  both  Greek  and 
Turkish.  A graduate  of  Stanford,  Mr.  Reinhardt 
received  a M.S.  in  journalism  from  Columbia  and  did 
post-graduate  study  on  the  Near  East  at  Princeton.  He 
teaches  news  writing  in  the  Graduate  School  of 
Journalism  at  UC  Berkeley. 
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will  continue  the  1 993  year  with 


iMay  7-8.  1993:  "Shakespeare's  England" 

This  Royal  Throne  Of  Kings,  this  Sceptered  Isle... 

This  Realm,  this  England... 

King  Richard  II.  Act  II.  Scene  1,  Line  40 

Tudor  England  was  a land  of  political,  literary  and  social  ferment.  Currents  of  humanism  and  scepticism  permeated  intel- 
^lectual  life;  public  theatre  flourished  as  both  a cultural  and  commerical  phenomenon.  Under  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  I,  England 
[•took  to  the  world  stage. 

! 

Explore  these  tumultuous  times  with  Humanities  West  as  we  look  at  Shakesp>eare*s  England.  Witness,  through  illustrat- 
>ed  lectures,  the  rich  art  and  architecture  of  Tudor  England  as  well  as  the  domestic  life  of  ordinary  p>eople,  so  different  from 
f that  of  the  Elizabethan  court  and  from  our  life  today. 


^October  22-23.  1993:  "Galileo's  Universe:  Science.  Art  and  Music  in  the  Renaissance" 


Tor  information,  please  call  Humanities  West  at  415-387-8780. 


HERBST  THEATRE 


Owned  and  operated  by  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco 
through  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  War  Memorial 

The  Honorable  Frank  M.  Jordan,  Mayor 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco 

TRUSTEES 

Mrs.  Melvin  Swig,  President 
Thomas  E.  Horn,  Vice  Ifresident 
Marie  Acosta-Colon 
Alan  D.  Becker 
Mrs.  Joseph  D.  Cuneo 
Mrs.  Mitchell  V.  Davies 
Dr.  Zuretti  L Goosby 
Mrs.  Walter  A.  Haas,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Anthony  J.  Leones 
Mrs.  George  R.  Moscone 
Francesca  Naify 


San  Francisco  War  Memorial  and  Performing  Arts  Center 

Herbst  Theatre 


Patrons,  Attention  Please!  Fire  Notice;  There  are  sufficient  exits  in  this  building  to 
accommodate  the  entire  audience  The  exit  indicated  by  the  lighted  “EXIT"  sign 
nearest  your  seat  is  the  shortest  route  to  the  street.  (Refer  to  Diagrams.)  In  case  of 
fire  please  do  not  run— walk  through  that  exit. 


Thelma  Shelley,  Managing  Director 
Elizabeth  Murray,  Assistant  Managing  Director 


Beautiful 

Evidence  that 

Some  THINGS  Are 

timeless. 

For  reservations  call 

415-296-7465 
or  800-241-3333 
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The  Ritz-Carlton 

San  Francisco 
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of  Ottoman  Turkey. " 


♦ Suleyman  The  Magnificent 


Suleyman  Conquers  San  Francisco 

by  Judy  Erkanat 


Humanities  West  presented  The  Glor>^  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire:  Suleyman  the  Magnificent  on 
March  5 and  6.  ^hard  Reinhardt  of 
Humanities  West  served  as  moderator  to  a 
packed  house  at  Herbst  Theatre. 

Friday  evening,  the  5th,  served  as  an 
introductory'  lesson  on  The  Life  of  Sultan 
Suleyman  Through  the  Works  of  Contemporary' 
Court  Painters,  a lecture  delivered  by  Esin  Atil, 
the  Smithsonian  Institution's  eminent  Curator 
of  Islamic  Art.  She  dazzled  the  crowd  \\  ith  her 
presentation  of  miniatures  representing  the 
myriad  themes  and  styles  which  characterized 
the  Golden  Age  of  OttomanTurkey. 

After  fielding  questions  from  the  audience,  Esin 
Hanim  gave  the  floor  to  Munir  Nurettin  Beken. 
The  young  Turkish  musician  gave  a virtuoso 
performance  of  classical  Ottoman  Court  Music 
on  the  ud,  Munir  Bey's  gentle  demeanor 
charmed  the  crowd,  as  did  his  seemingly 
boundless  knowledge  of  Turkish  music. 

A reception  capped  off  the  evening.  The  new 
Turkish  Consul  flew  up  from  Los  Angeles  for 
the  event  and  many  prominent  members  of  the 
Turkish-American  community  were  in 
attendance.  Turkish  meze,  wine  and  soft  drinks 
were  served  upstairs  in  the  theatre's  Green 
Ballroom.  Attendees  were  able  to  e.xpress  their 
awe  and  appreciation  in  person  to  the  various 
speakers  and  performers. 

The  ne.xt  day  began  with  a 10:00  am  lecture  on 
The  Personal  Life  of  an  Ottoman  Sultan  by 
Alan  Fisher,  Director  of  the  Center  for 
Integrative  Studies  in  the  Arts  and  Humanities, 
Michigan  State  University.  As  Suleyman's 
modern  biographer,  Mr.  Fisher  introduced  the 
audience  to  the  human  side  of  Suleyman  the 
man  destined  to  rule  as  an  imperial  autocrat. 
He  traced  the  great  Sultan's  alternately  peaceful 


and  warlike  personality'  through  the  words  of 
contemporaiy  w riters. 

The  originally  scheduled  speaker  on  Sinan  the 
Architect  was  taken  ill.  His  replacement,  Teriy 
Allen,  a Sebastapol  specialist  on  Islamic  Art 
and  Architecture,  had  only  24  hours  to  prepare 
for  his  lecture.  He  made  excellent  use  of  it. 
however,  and  kept  the  packed  auditorium 
enthralled  for  almost  an  hour  with  his  in-depth 
knowledge  of  Sinan  and  a personal  slide 
collection  taken  throughout  Turkey  and  otlier 
parts  of  Siileyman's  Empire. 

Court  Design  and  the  Production  of  Art  under 
Suleyman  the  Magnificent  was  the  topic  of 
Walter  B.  Denny's  entertaining  talk.  The  John 
L.  Loeb  Associate  Professor  of  the  Humanities 
at  Harvard,  Mr.  Denny's  dramatic  approach  to 
lecturing  was  a treat.  As  a renounced 
connoisseur,  he  offered  his  unique  insights  on 
the  superb  ceramics,  carpets,  textiles,  and 
illuminations  of  historical  documents  produced 
under  the  auspices  of  Suleyman's  court.  He 
delved  into  the  history  of  Ottoman  design  and 
its  influence  throughout  European  historv'  to  the 
present  day. 

Talat  Halman,  former  Turkish  Minister  of 
Culture  now  Professor  of  Turkish  Language  and 
Literature  at  New  York  University,  brought  the 
event  to  a close  with  a touch  of  humor.  As 
Turkey's  foremost  cultural  authority,  he 
presented  a non-visual  portrait  of  the  age  of 
Suleyman  through  poetiy'.  Talat  Bey  recited 
passages  from  the  Sultan's  own  poems, 
revealing  a variety  of  private  royal  passions. 

This  was  a two-day  event  that  the  Turkish 
Community  had  every  right  to  be  proud  of 
More  of  its  kind  would  be  a welcome  annual 
event. 


TIMELINE:  Suleyman  the  Magnificent 


1071  --  The  Seljuk  Emperor  Alp  Arslan  defeats  a large 
Byzantine  army  at  Malazgirt  in  Eastern  Anatolia.  Thereafter 
the  Turks  are  able  to  settle  in  Asia  Minor  undisturbed. 

1227  The  nomad  chieftain  Ertugrul  leads  his  legendary 
band  of  400  horsemen  into  Asia  Minor.  For  valuable  service 
to  the  Seljuk  Sultan,  he  is  granted  the  fiefdom  of  Sogut, 
near  Bursa. 

1288  — Osman  I,  founder  of  the  Ottoman  dynasty,  succeeds 
Ertugrul.  He  and  his  son  and  successor,  Orhan,  rapidly 
expand  Ottoman  territory.  Bursa  becomes  their  capital. 

1389  --  Murad  I destroys  a much  larger  Serbian  army  at 
Kossovo,  a defeat  the  Serbs  have  never  forgotten. 

1453  --  Mehmed  II,  "The  Conqueror",  overwhelms  the  remnants 
of  the  Byzantine  Empire  at  Constantinople,  makes  the  city 
his  capital  and  renames  it  Istanbul. 

1514-1517  --  Selim  I,  "The  Grim",  reduces  Persian  and 
Mameluke  opposition  to  Ottoman  hegemony  in  the  East.  He 
captures  the  Abbaside  Caliph  (successor  to  Mohammed  as 
leader  of  Islam)  in  Cairo.  This  made  it  possible  for  future 
Ottoman  sultans  to  claim  the  title  of  Caliph. 

1520  --  Selim's  only  son,  Suleyman  I,  "The  Magnificent"  (in 
Turkey  "The  Lawgiver"),  becomes  Sultan. 

1526  --  Suleyman  breaks  the  power  of  the  Hungarians  at 
Mohacs . 

1529  --  Suleyman  besieges  Vienna,  but  the  city's  defenses 
hold . 

1534-35  --  Suleyman's  eastern  campaigns  lead  to  the 
absorption  of  Iraq  into  the  empire. 

1533-1540  --  The  Ottoman  Navy,  under  the  command  of  the 
former  pirate  "Barbaros"  Hayreddin,  captures  the  last 
Venetian  fortresses  in  southern  Greece  and  stems  Portuguese 
advances  along  the  Red  Sea  and  the  Persian  Gulf. 

1548  --  Sinan  completes  his  "apprentice  work,"  the  Shehzade 
Mosque,  commemorating  the  death  of  Suleyman's  first  son  from 
smallpox . 

1550-57  — Construction  of  Sinan's  masterpiece,  the 
Suleymaniye  mosque. 


